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Build your own terrace of ‘Tea Lane houses’ as seen at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum

Instructions:

1. Download the coloured version of ‘Tea Lane’ onto card.

2. Cut out all sections with scissors very carefully (you might need to ask for assistance). 

3. For best results - score the dashed lines, fold and then glue the tabs with pva glue.

_______________________________________________________

1. Download the black and white version of ‘Tea Lane’ onto card.  

Colour in the building.

2. After it has been built add textural detail using pva glue and lightweight materials such as tissue paper, fabric, card, sand, small cork pieces.

3. For best results - score the dashed lines, fold and then glue the tabs with pva glue.

After it has been built add textural detail using pva glue and lightweight materials such as tissue paper, fabric, card, sand, small cork pieces.

Background information

The six houses exhibited in Tea Lane are part of a 22-house terrace.  They were originally built around 1828, next to the Sandy Row area, which at the time was a village on the outskirts of Belfast.  The wooden shutters of the houses remind visitors of the original rural location of the buildings.  

The houses were made of poor quality bricks. The rooms were small and the only access to the rear yard and the dry toilet was through the house.  This meant that all rubbish, including the ‘night soil’ from the dry toilet, had to be carried through the home.  By 1845 houses had to have larger rooms and following outbreaks of typhoid and cholera, it was forbidden for new buildings after 1878 not to have a separate access.  All of the cooking was carried out over the open fire in the front room until the introduction of coal gas around 1905. 

Today Tea Lane may be visited at the Museum where you can see some of the changes that occurred over time to housing bylaws such as the introduction of running water, the development of the improved access and the working kitchen.

If you enjoyed completing this model why not download other models of some of our buildings. 

Keep checking our website as we hope to add more models in the coming months and allow you to recreate your own version of an Ulster town from the early 1900s.  
