[image: image1.jpg]Ulster
Folk &
“Transport

Museum

explore/engage/enjoy




Build your own ‘Bow-top Wagon’ as seen at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum

Coloured Wagon Instructions:

1. Download the coloured version of the Bow-top wagon onto card.

2. Cut out all sections with scissors very carefully (you might need to ask for assistance). 

3. For best results - score the dashed lines, fold and then glue the tabs with pva glue.

Black & White Wagon Instructions:
1. Download the black and white version of the Bow-top Wagon onto card.  

· Colour in the wagon.

2. 
Cut out all sections with scissors very carefully (you might need to ask for assistance). 

3.
For best results - score the dashed lines, fold and then glue the tabs with pva glue.

· After it has been built add textural detail using pva glue and lightweight materials such as tissue paper, fabric, card, sand, small cork pieces.

Background information
The traditional bow-top wagon was the most simple and common wagon type in Ireland.  It provided both accommodation and a means of transport for Travellers. It is thought to have been brought here early in the 20th century by English gypsies then travelling in Ireland. By the 1930s it had become very popular and remained so until the 1960s when it began to lose out to the motor-drawn caravan.

The wagons were built to be lightweight as they were pulled by one horse.  They allowed people to travel in family groups and to stay on the road all year.  The interior was compact and thoughtfully designed.  Irish caravans were usually colourfully painted rather than decorated with intricate carving which was more typical of English examples.
A reconstructed bow-top wagon can be viewed at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum.

If you enjoyed completing this model why not download other models of some of our buildings. 

Keep checking our website as we hope to add more models in the coming months and allow you to recreate your own version of an Ulster town from the early 1900s.

